THE FUTURE OF POLAND, DECEMBER 15,  1944.

." These are critical days, and it would be a great pity if time were
wasted in indecision or in protracted negotiation. If the Polish
Government had taken the advice we tendered them at the beginning of
this year, the additional complication produced by the formation of the
Polish National Committee of Liberation at Lublin would not have
arisen, and anything like a prolonged delay in the settlement can only
have the effect of increasing the division between Poles in Poland, and
also of hampering the common action which the Poles, the Russians
and the rest of the Allies are taking against Germany. Therefore, as
I say, I hope that no time will be lost in continuing these discussions
and pressing them to an effective conclusion."

The hopes which I thought it proper, and indeed necessary, to
express in October have faded. When Mr. Mikolajczyk left Moscow
my hope was that he would return within a week or so with the
authority of the Polish Government in London, to agree about the
Polish frontiers on the basis of the Curzon Line and its prolongation
to the southward called " the Curzon Line A ", which comprises, on
the Russian side, the city of Lvov. I have several times drawn
Mr. Mikolajczyk's attention to the dangers of delay. Had he been
able to return after the very friendly conversations which passed
between him and Marshal Stalin, and also the conversations which he
had with the Lublin National Liberation Committee ; had he been
able to return, with the assent of his colleagues, I believe that the
difficulties inherent in the forming of a Polish Government in harmony
with the Lublin Committee might well have been overcome. In that
case he would be at this moment at the head of a Polish Government,
on Polish soil, recognized by all the United Nations, and awaiting the
advance of the Russian Armies moving farther into Poland as the
country was delivered from the Germans. He would also be assured
in his task of the friendship and help of Marshal Stalin. Thus he
could at every stage have established a good relationship between the
Polish underground movement and the advancing Russians, and a
Polish Administration would have been set up by him in the newly-
delivered regions as they expanded.

I have the greatest respect for Mr. Mikolajczyk, and for his able
colleagues who joined us at Moscow, Mr. Romcr and Mr. Grabski.
I am sure they are more qualified to fill the place of the late General
Sikorski than any other of the Polish leaders. After endless dis-
cussions, into some of which we were drawn, on Mr. Mikolajczyk's
return from Moscow, the Poles utterly failed to obtain agreement.
In consequence, on 2^th November, Mr. Mikolajczyk, Mr. Romer, and
a number of other Polish Ministers, resigned from the Polish Govern-
ment, which has been almost entirely reconstituted in a form that ia
some respects I certainly am not able to applaud. Mr. Mikolajczyk
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